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PCM 125 – Inauguration on June 29, 2017
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PCM 125 – Afternoon Session
 Afternoon program at Headquarter: Chief Guests – RB Barman, Chairman, National Statistical Commission, 

Secretary Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation, Prof. RL Brahmachary

 Talks by

 Prof. K. VijayRaghavan, FRS

 Taking Control of the Runaway Train: Data, Fact and Action on Climate

 Prof. MS Raghunathan, FRS

 Mathematics – Art that Would Rather be Science?
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Afternoon talks at ISI Delhi

Centre
• Prof. Rajeeva L. Karandikar

• Dr. Arvind Subramanian



Some Updates

 Two new faculty members of joined

 Kingshook Biswas (SMU Kolkata)

 PhD: University Paris XIII

 Mathew Joseph (SMU Bangalore)

 PhD: University of Wisconsin

 Eight faculty and two non-faculty positions have been sanctioned for RCBose

Centre for Cryptology and Security

 Recruitment of faculty and non-faculty positions across the Institute are underway

 Challenges: Too few faculty vacancies

 Need for posting faculty members in Tezpur, Chennai and Giridih

 Course running in Hyderabad

 Documents being moved for post creation for Chennai and Tezpur Centres
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Highlights
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Shringasaurus Indicus: A Recent Discovery by Prof. 
Saswati Bandyopadhyay and Her Team

 Fossils of a New Horned Reptile of Middle Triassic Age 

 approximately 245 million years old

 Discovered for the first time from Satpura Gondwana Basin in Madhya Pradesh
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Shringasaurus

locality



Disarticulated Skeletons of about Seven Animals Unearthed from 

the Red Mudstone



Śṛṅga (Shringa) horn

Saurus  lizard

Composite 

skeleton of 

Shringasaurus

Indicus formed by 

the preserved 

bones of different 

similar-sized 

individuals



Reconstruction of the skeleton

of Shringasaurus indicus.

• Earlier concept 

• horned reptilian species were restricted to dinosaurs of the 

cretaceous period (140 million years ago). 

• Proved wrong by this discovery

Live reconstruction



Article metrics for:

A new horned and long-necked 
herbivorous stem-archosaur
from the
Middle Triassic of India

Altmetric score

•Tweeted by 611, Blogged by 2, On 11 Facebook pages

•Mentioned in 4 Google+ posts, Picked up by 2 news outlets

This Altmetric score means that the article is:
•in the 99th percentile (ranked 605th) of the 132,804 tracked articles of a similar age in all 

journals
•in the 99th percentile (ranked 14th) of the 3,058 tracked articles of a similar age in Scientific 

Reports

Publication

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-017-08658-8
https://www.altmetric.com/details/24141702


Ananda Bazar Patrika

Times of India

Hindusthan Times 

The Hindu

Media Attention



Glimpses into Some Other Activities (not exhaustive)

 Ritabrata Munshi 

 Rare distinction to be invited to the Intl Congress of Mathematicians

 Nikhil Pal

 Honorary Professor of University of Petroleum China

 Training for RBI officials

 With no back ground in Statistics

 Led by Nachiketa Chattopadhyay, SOSU

 Training of Research Personnel of Doordarshan

 on methods of sample survey 

 before distribution of set top boxes in the North Eastern region 

 Led by Manoranjan Pal, ERU and Sumitra Purakayastha, ASU

 Weekend Training Program on Business Analytics

 Led by: Abhijit Gupta and Arup Das, SQC&OR
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Glimpses into Some Other Activities (not exhaustive)

 ISI-IASP (Indian Association for the Study of Populations) Conference

 Title: "Population and Development in Eastern and North Eastern (NE) Regions of India” 

 Led by Prashanta Pathak, Population Studies Unit

 Workshop and Conference on Set Theoretic and Topological Methods in Model 

Theory 

 ISI Tezpur, leading experts in the area from Argentina, USA, UK, Germany, Poland, France, Bulgaria, 

South Korea and India

 Led by SM Srivastava, Stat-Math Unit Kolkata


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Sponsored Projects/Consultancy

 Amitava Banerjee and team

 contract signed with the 5 ordnance factories for improving the 

quality of weapons and ammunitions made by the ordnance 

factories 

 working with inspection wing of Indian Army 

 To introduce modern methods of testing ammunitions using 

statistical methods 

 so that they have increased confidence on the products.
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Sponsored Projects/Consultancy/
Service                                                           contd…

 Antar Bandyopadhyay & Deepayan Sarkar

 MoU with AAI and ISI - renewed for two years term 

 May 16, 2017 till May 15, 2019

 Safety Assessment of Indian Oceanic Airspace

 India designated as En-route Monitoring Agency 

 because of the indigenous statistical work done in ISI

 Smarajit Bose and Utpal Garain

 MoU with Capital One (3 years)

 Collaborative Research Project

 Consultancy Project

 Sponsored Postgraduate and Doctoral Program

 Training Programs and Short Term Courses

 Ayanendra Nath Basu:

 Helping the Government Agency with statistical analysis related to data on malpractices

during examination
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Some More Initiatives 

 Antar Bandyopadhyay

 Normalization of marks/grades across boards (JEE-Main)

 Normalization across exams (AIIMS)

 E. Somanathan: 

 Proposal to NITI Aayog on “Studying the impact of Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana”

 Funded project with University of Gothenberg

 Mudit Kapoor

 Advising NITI Aayog on Health Related Project

 Co-Publishing Agreement with Springer

 Books published under this agreement

 Logo of ISI and Springer

 Agreements under consideration with Pricewater House Coopers, Wipro, ISRO

 Talks on with Tamil Nadu Government

 Visit by Principal Secretary Mr. Krishnan, Planning and Development
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GIAN Program at ISI

 Prof. Blaz Zupan, University of Ljubljana

 Interactive and Visual Approaches to Data Mining

 October 30-Nov 03, 2017

 Organizers

 S Bandyopadhyay

 SS Ray

 S. Das

 http://www.isical.ac.in/~scc/GIAN-IVADM/
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Construction at Tezpur – Plan Sanctioned
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Construction at Chennai
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